
Lesson 3 - what color do you like?
Objectives:

At the end of this lesson, students will be able to:

Identify, recognize, and use 13 color names
Ask what color something is
Say what color something is
Ask what color someone likes
Tell what color they like
Use demonstratives for this, that, and the conjunction and

correctly recognize and pronounce the vowel dipthongs of Mandarin
correctly identify the written forms of the vowel dipthongs of Mandarin

Identify, recognize, and draw the pie, na and ti strokes and the shen me character
Describe the pie before na and left to right rules



Dialogue:

A: 这  个 是  什 么   颜色？
zhé ge shì shån me yàn sé?
What color is this?

B:  那个 是  白色
nä ge shì bài sé.
That is white.

A: 你 喜 欢   什    么   颜色?
Ní xí huán shån me yàn sé?
What color do you like?

B: 我 喜 欢    红    色 和 粉 红    色。
wñ xí huán hïng sé hå fçn hïng sé.
I like red and pink.



Vocabulary

bluegreenyellowred

làn sélü séhuàng séhïng sé

蓝色绿色色红色

graywhiteblackpurpleorange

hòi sébài séhãi sézí séchång sé

灰色白色色紫色橙色

colorsilvergoldpinkbrown

yànséyën séjên séfçnhïng sézîng sé

颜色银色色粉红色棕色

andlike

håxí huán

和喜 欢

+



Grammar & Comparisons

Na and Zhe
Note the similarity to the English "This" and "that."

Ge

Compound Words
Briefly discuss compound words like xihuan.

Reading and Writing

The Sounds of Mandarin Chinese

Look at pinyin vowel dipthongs, and discuss how they are often pronounced very 
differently from English. Give examples of English words which use similar dipthongs, 
when possible.

hanzi and wan

Introduce pie, na, and ti strokes

 

Introduce the pie before na and left to right rules
Practice drawing *shenme and bai (show stroke order)

Cultural Connection
Read a story (in English) about colored string and water monsters. (Move this story to 
the enrichment section.) Describe some cultural connotations of colors here, e.g. red for a 
wedding dress. Discuss Feng Shui colors, maybe. Discuss lucky colors. Do students have 
lucky colors? Are lucky colors the same for everyone?



Practice Activities

1. what colors do the people in your family like?

Practice asking each member of your family (or some friends, if you like) what color they 
like best. Record your answers here, using pinyin or characters to write the Mandarin 
name of the color.

Name color
_________________________ _________________________

_________________________ _________________________

_________________________ _________________________

_________________________ _________________________

2. wö ge

Use the 24 color and number stickers provided, and the blank bingo board below, to make 
your own bingo or "wö ge" (five things) game board. Make sure to mix up the stickers 
before putting them on the squares! 

Free!



Listen to the teacher or the CDROM and mark each color or number that you hear with a 
token (like a penny). The first one to get five in a row wins!

3. draw a line between the pie, na and ti strokes and the characters that 
have them: 

 

银红白灰我
4. Trace the first stroke in these two characters:

牌个
5. Copy These Characters using correct stroke order. Fill the row:



Enrichment

More vocabulary.
 

Stroke Orders for Other Characters in this Lesson:

Songs:

Books:
lucky colors (5 poisons) story

Websites:
some feng shui websites here, maybe, or online versions of the 5 colors story


